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MR. Aaron Davis.

SIR,

The weakness of an adversary with a man of understanding will frequently disarm him of his
resentment: Who would chuse to enter the lists, when even victory is attended with disgrace?
Aaron Davis as a Hockster of small Wares, within the Bar-room; or laudably vending Milk
and Water, might have grubbed on unnoticed, and not superlatively contemptible; but when
he so far mistakes his proper department, as to blunder into the field of politicks, and assume
a dictatorial and offensive part, we are compelled with reluctance to scourge the insect, tho'
convinced  'tis  but  an  insect  still.  We  are  informed by  your  fellow townsman,  whom we
presume must know you well, that you are destitute of feeling; your unexampled effrontery
in  the  publick  transaction  which  has  unhappily  brought  you  into  notice,  added  to  the
consummate assurance evidenced in the stupid composition to which you have tacked your
name,  are  strong  circumstances  in  favour  of  this  position  But  is  your  modesty  truly
impregnable?  cannot  the  weapon  of  stern  rebuke  arouse  your  sensibility?  must  honest
indignation mourn a defeat? I intend to try the doubtful experiment, tho' you should analize
a satyr to be a proof of your general consequence, and extract incense to your vanity from the
blackest records of your shame.

In your courageous zeal  for  the cause of  christianity,  and the Virgin Mary,  permit  me to
question your sincerity:  It  is  evident from your notable performance,  that  you have been
acquainted with the religious  principles  and immoral  practices  of  the  gentleman so  very
exceptionable to you; for some years past: That he was then as thorough-paced an infidel as
virulent an opposer of our holy religion, as he is now: That he was doing discredit to the Bible
then, or to adopt your own phrase, was undeceiving mankind as actively as at any time since:
That you was acquainted with the open profanity of his conversation, and if we may take
your word for it, was an earwitness of his oaths and execrations: Why did you not commence
a champion in the cause of christianity some months earlier? it  would have had a better
appearance, if in your ebullient zeal you had endeavoured to prevent his disseminating such
mischievous principles, and seasonably entered your caveat against the pernicious effects of
his example. But the cause of christianity abstracted from political concerns, was not sufficient
to awaken your resentment:  Will  not  this  my dear sir!  Occasion suspicions,  that  all  your
flaming professions of patriotism will neither discredit nor remove?

Doctor Young (I dare you to contradict me) has ever been an unwearied assertor of the rights
of  his  countrymen:  has  taken  the  post  of  hazard,  and  acted  vigorously  in  the  cause  of
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American freedom: Such endeavours and exertions, have justly entitled him to the notice, to
the confidence of the people; they, from a thorough conviction of his political integrity have
united  him  with  several  gentlemen,  against  whom  we  presume  you  can  have  no  just
exception,  to  explain  their  rights  and  state  their  grievances;  was  not  your  conscience  so
delicately  offensible,  I  would  ask  such  an  immaculate  christian,  whether  your  ideas  of
reprobation extended not only to the whole committee, but to every transaction in which they
could possibly be employed? If not, are you not ashamed of your capricious folly, in rejecting
a cause which you profess to have at heart, for the sake of an individual, against whom, your
spotless purity has matter of objection.

Shall I be arraigned for want of charity, if I here express my doubt of your veracity in this
matter? The cloak of christianity is the threadbare garb of hypocrisy; and novel cover for
political apostates: I suspect 't is the cause that renders the man obnoxious; the infidel might
have perverted the world, and your zeal been smothered in its native bosom of sanctity: in
short,  had  not  the  cause  of  liberty  found  a  busy  advocate  in  the  man  you  brand  with
irreligion, your abhorrence would probably never have found a tongue.

You do not chuse to have any thing to do with measures wherein you must follow the lead of
such men as Dr. Young: I apprehend you confine yourself here to political matters; if so, what
must those rejected measures be? if just, right and reasonable, the man must be an incorrigible
blockhead to reject  them,  let  them originate where they will:  if  on the contrary,  they are
improper  and  exceptionable;  you  might  have  discountenanced  the  measure,  without
villifying the man.

Inconsiderable  and weak as  I  esteem you,  you have still  an interest  in  the constitutional
claims of an English subject, equal to a nobleman, equal to an intelligent being: these you
have no right to sacrifice even to your own predominant folly. You assert that you are, and
ever have been as steady a friend to the rights and privileges of your country, as any man
whatsoever, &c. what then is that exact point of difference, that chaste line of decorum, to
which  your  love  of  your  country  will  carry  you,  and no further?  all  those  concerned in
consulting  and  labouring  for  the  redemption  of  their  country,  must  be  very  exemplary
christians, or your patriotism hangs so loosely about you, that your country may perish rather
than you will unite for its salvation, with a man not compleatly orthodox: For no political
measures can possibly be reasonable or just, which are not dictated by men of piety and real
christianity: The truth of this observation will appear with peculiar lustre, when we consider
what  a  paultry  figure,  those  antient  heathenish  states  of  Greece  and Rome made  in  the
primitive ages. You elsewhere shrewdly remark, that it has always been astonishing to the
world, how any important trusts came to be committed to Doctor Young; the best account
that can be given for it, YOU BELIEVE is, that he has appeared ready to lead in such bold and
exceptional measures, as rather savoured of faction, than boded any good to the public: which
is  in  plain  English,  that  because  the  measures  he  proposed,  were  dangerous  and
exceptionable,  Therefore  the  town  approved  and  confided  in  him.  To  wave  the  illiberal



slander upon the town; I question, most christian sir! whether any article of Doctor Young's
CREED will shock decency and common sense more than this.

The present crisis is truly an alarming one to your country; the few friends of the people have
abundant necessity to have their hands strengthened: the man who deserts now, is the worst
enemy of his country: You sir! have done this, with the aggravated guilt of endeavouring to
load with obloquy the cause you abandon - I scorn to keep terms with a man I esteem so base
- You have provided yourself a Retreat, being assured of the smiles of power; nay more, you
are entitled to their favour, for the rank injury you meant to the oppressed people; and we
shall probably see such baseness distinguished in the commissioned scroll of SCOUNDRELLS
and RESCINDERS.

VINDEX.
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